Matrimony at St. Mary’s Church
The Sacrament of Marriage and
God’s Plan for the Both of You

stmaryswashingtonville@gmail.com
845.496.3730
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Called to Marriage?
As Catholics we hold
that any choice is not
just “my choice” but
that God is an
integral part of the
choices we make….
God has a plan for
you and for your life!
Discovering
that…and living it…is
at the heart of the
meaning of life.
If God has called you
to married life we
must do all in our
power to assist you
to live your call
through Him and one
another.

What you’ll need: “The checklist”
1. Contact and meet with your parish priest as soon
as you are engaged. Get updated copies of your
baptismal certificates from the parishes they
occurred in. Call Father every three months to
check in….you should have at least three
meetings…(in addition to Pre-Cana)
2. Pick up two copies of “Good News about Sex and
Marriage” by Christopher West (one for each of
you…mark it up…tear it up…and be ready to ask
Father tons of questions!
3. Take at least six months to intensively prepare for
your marriage. This goes beyond choosing a date
and church, reserving a place for the reception,
and picking out dresses. It means using this time
to delve more deeply into your relationship and
approach this momentous day with prayer and
reflection usually three meetings with the priest
(outside of “Pre-Cana”) are required.
4. Attend a “Pre-Cana” program.
www.nyfamilylife.org
5. Make the sacrament of confession a part of your
marriage prep. (After every weekend Mass)
6. About three months from the wedding contact
our organist Ed Palange at 845.496.4542 to go
over songs and selections.

Photo Here,
Otherwise Delete Box

7. Come to the rehearsal with the license, the

donation for the Church, and the essential folks
for the rehearsal (Parents, grandparents, lectors,
and the bridesmaids and groomsmen)

Go to
www.nyfamilylife.org
to register for
Pre-Cana
A lot of folks want to know what it “costs” to get married in the
Church. Technically you can be married for nothing…if you’ve got
nothing. Money should never be a factor and isn’t. However, if you’re
having a normal wedding: limo, reception, venue, over 100 guests…it
is customary to give a donation of $500 to St. Mary’s.
St Mary’s Washingtonville Wedding Packet

Q & A about Catholic Marriage….
As a priest for almost ten years there are generally about 9 questions people really have
about a Catholic marriage…they are just asked in 400 different ways. Perhaps answering
them will help you…
1. Yes….if necessary, you can marry a non-Catholic. You’ll need a dispensation (which
is easy to get) which states that the Catholic party will try to raise the children as
Catholics. However, often it may be helpful for the non-Catholic to consider becoming
one (although not absolutely necessary) in order to be united with you on the deepest
level of all.
2. Tell the priest about ANY other sacramental or civil marriages.
3. A Mass adds only ten minutes to the ceremony….and an infinite amount of grace.
4. If it is a mixed marriage (Catholic & Non-Catholic) it shouldn’t be a full Mass.
5. You shouldn’t be living together (or apart and still sexually active)…but we’ll still work
with you. Not to work with you would be worse.
6. You can have….flowers to Mary, a unity candle, a runner, bubbles (outside) or a
memorial candle.
7. Yes a family member can do a reading. (Just check with Father first as to suitability)
8. A friend of yours who sings, plays organ, plays the violin, can assist in the
ceremony…provided they touch base with our house organist. (Ed Palange)
9. The rehearsal is 30 minutes, provided everyone is there on time. (tell them 15
minutes earlier!)

Pope Paul VI wrote: “By it [the Sacrament of
Matrimony] husband and wife are strengthened
and…consecrated for the faithful accomplishment of
their proper duties, for the carrying out of their proper
vocation even to perfection, and the Christian witness
which is proper to them before the whole world”
(Humanae Vitae, n. 25).

,

Wedding Details (Done at the Final Meeting with Father)
Will there be a runner? ______________________- 75 ft.
# of Bridesmaids (Including Maid of Honor) _________
# of Groomsmen (Including Best Man) ________
Will it be a Mass or just a Ceremony? ____________

Entrance Hymn: ________________________________________

First Reading ________________________________
Read by _____________________________________ or priest, should you wish.

Responsorial Psalm __________________________
Read by ____________________________________ or priest, should you wish.

Gospel: Priest will choose and proclaim

Is there a Unity Candle ____ this is not required or necessary but you may have one.

Prayer of the Faithful - done by _______________ or priest, should you wish.

Use this section if this is a Mass only.
Do you wish someone to bring up the gifts of bread and wine? Yes No
If so, ________________________________________________

Closing Prayer – Done by Priest
Recessional Hymn ____________________________________

Is there are receiving line at Church or later on?

